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He was quarter master general of Illinois prior to the 
Civil War and later commanded the First Regiment. He 
was made the commander for the Third Brigade for Gen- 
eral Charles F. Smithes Division, which had charge of 
Fort Donelson. 

He received the message bearing the surrender of Fort 
Donelson through General Smith to General Grant. He 
was then promoted to brevet major-general. As a token 
of appreciation of the service and good conduct shown 
at Fort Donelson, Governor Yates, on behalf of the 
people, presented him with a beautiful sword. 

General Cook was a member of the Legislature in 1868. 
He was sent as the agent for the Sioux Indians to the 
Rose Bud agency in 1879. 

A fuller notice of the life of General Cook, and some 
account of his family, will be presented at the annual 
meeting of the Illinois State Historical Society in May, 
1911. 



LEGH KIMBALL BRAINERD. 



Legh Kimball Brainerd was born in Springfield, 111., 
March 28, 1867, and died at Mercy Hospital, Chicago, 
December 3, 1910. He was the son of Gideon R. Brain- 
erd and Elizabeth Lamb Brainerd. Mr. Brainerd be- 
longed by the ties of blood and family connection with 
many of the prominent families of Central Illinois. His 
mother was bom in Springfield, the youngest daughter 
of James L. Lamb, a pioneer merchant of Kaskaskia, and 
later of Springfield. 

James L. Lamb came to Spri^gfield in 1831 from Kas- 
kaskia, and was for forty years connected with all the 
movements for the growth and betterment of the city. 
The Lamb family were connected with the Roberts, 
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Mather, Edwards, Forquer, Jayne, Slater, Cook, Trum- 
bull, Black, Eemann, Owsley, and Palmer families and 
many others whose names were familiar to early resi- 
dents of Illinois. 

Legh K. Brainerd was educated in the public schools 
of Springfield and studied law with the firm of Connolly 
and Mather, He was admitted to the bar in 1889, and 
was assistant United States district attorney for the 
Southern District of Illinois during the second adminis- 
tration of Mr. Cleveland. 

He was married August 25, 1891, to Edna J. Shipp of 
Petersburg, Illinois. When a small child he fell down 
the stairway in the home of his parents, and this accident 
caused a serious injury to his hip. He was taken to New 
York by his granf ather, Mr. Lamb, and his aunt, for sur- 
gical treatment by the noted Dr. L. A. Sayre. This aunt, 
later Mrs. John M. Palmer, gave him the most devoted 
and affectionate care and became deeply attached to him, 
which attachment continued in an increasing degree up 
to the day of his death. 

Mr. Brainerd was much interested in the history of 
his native State, and was well versed in the local history 
of Springfield. He was a member of the Illinois State 
Historical Society and of the Sons of Veterans. He was 
a man of tender heart and the most generous impulses. 
His death was very sudden. He was called away before 
he had reached middle life, but to those who knew him 
well his taking away has left a void which will not soon 
be filled. He leaves, besides his wife, one son, his mother, 
three brothers and one sister and his aunt, Mrs. John 
M. Palmer, whose devotion to him was more like the 
love of a mother for a favorite child. 

Mr. Brainerd was buried in beautiful Oak Eidge ceme- 
tery on December 5, 1910. 



